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At the beginning of the twentieth century, when China faced a newly opened world,
Western painting was introduced into the new educational system, and ink painting,
China’s strong native artistic tradition, was confronted with strong challenges. In the
1920s and 30s, Chinese artists responded vigorously to a difficult situation, making efforts
to revive and save their art by institutionalizing it with all modern means. In this sense, the
concept of guohua, a term with a strong flavor of cultural nationalism, became one of the
important components of the process of China’s modernization. Since it reopened to the
international world in the 1980s, however, ink art, regardless of its expression of concept,
selection of theme, application of skill, or use of materials, has already moved far beyond
the idea of guohua. For contemporary artists, the choice of using ink or even its aesthetic
concept, however, has become a strong statement of their cultural identity.
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